

Adopted 2/26/19


Introduced by Council Members Love, Crescimbeni and Morgan & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Becton, Hazouri, Schellenberg, Anderson, Boyer, Gulliford, Pittman, White and Newby: 

RESOLUTION 2019-106-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND COUNTLESS ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF ROGERS BALDWIN “TIGER” HOLMES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Rogers Baldwin “Tiger” Holmes was a native of Jacksonville, graduated from Robert E. Lee High School where he was the co-manager of the state championship football team, and enrolled in the University of Florida in 1939 where he was captain of the swim team, a Southeastern Conference champion in the 50 yard freestyle, and twice elected to the honor court; and


WHEREAS, Tiger Holmes left the University of Florida to join the U.S. Army Air Forces during World War II, serving as a pilot flying P-51 fighters and A-26 Invader medium attack bombers in the Pacific theater and in the occupation of Japan at the end of the war. Mr. Holmes was assigned to fly the B-26 Marauder Bomber at Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, when the B-26 program and operations were cancelled. He was recalled to active duty in the U.S. Air Force for two years (1952-53) during the Korean conflict before joining the Florida Air National Guard from which he retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 1965; and


WHEREAS, following his World War II service, Mr. Holmes returned to UF and finished his bachelor’s degree, and was elected President of his graduating class in 1948. After his Korean War service he started Holmes Lumber Company on a shoestring budget with meager savings, a small loan from his father-in-law and one truck, and grew it into one of the most successful lumber companies in the Southeastern U.S. over the next several decades; and

WHEREAS, in the 1960s and ‘70s, Tiger Holmes became involved in politics and was a driving force behind the rise of the Republican Party in a city previously dominated by the Democratic Party, recruiting candidates to run for office, raising funds supporting campaigns and helping to cultivate a competitive two-party political system in Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, in the early 1990s, Tiger Holmes helped to create a program – Every Jacksonville Child a Swimmer – that would teach children of every socio-economic background how to swim and survive in the water, in an effort to reduce the number of deaths due to drowning. This program taught over 12,000 children how to swim within a three year period; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Holmes’ most amazing accomplishments revolve around his lifelong prowess as a swimmer, a sport he loved and practiced all his life. As therapy after heart surgery in his early 60s, he returned to competitive swimming at the Masters level and became a world class competitor, founding the Holmes Lumber Jax Swim Team which represented the United States at the World Masters Swim Meet in Adelaide, Australia. He continued to swim competitively into his 90s and at the age of 93 made swimming history when he teamed up with three other Masters swimmers whose collective average age of 90.5 years set a Masters World Record in the 800 meter relay at the Rowdy Gaines Masters Classic; and
WHEREAS, for his lifelong involvement in promoting the sport of swimming, Tiger Holmes was awarded many honors, a very small sampling of which include membership in the International Swimming Hall of Fame, including being Chairman of the Board from 1996 to 1998 and a recipient of its prestigious Gold Medallion Award  in 1998, recipient of the Charles McCaffree Award of the College Swimming Coaches Association of America, the Jacksonville Area Sports Lifetime Achievement Award, and the Jacksonville Sports Hall of Fame; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and countless accomplishments of Rogers Baldwin “Tiger” Holmes and extends to his family, friends, and many admirers the City’s sincere condolences upon his passing. Tiger Holmes’ boundless enthusiasm and encouragement were inspirational to all who knew him, and truly exemplified his motto “Whatever you do, do it well. Go hard. Go at it 100%.”
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research 
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